
State funding for 
education has not kept up 
with annual inflation and 

rising expectations 
 

The basic formula is a per pupil dollar amount for 
every student and provides the majority of the 
funding that school districts receive from the state.  
Inadequate funding from the state forces school 
districts to rely on school levies just to maintain 
current programs or reduce budget cuts. 

For more information and to find 
out where other school districts 

fall on this spectrum, go to 
  www.schoolsforequity.org 

The basic formula funding from the state  
has not kept up with inflation 

Minnesotaôs Educational 
Opportunity Gap 

The state allows school districts to raise  an 

additional $2,353 per pupil for general education 

revenue through several voter-approved or board–

approved levies.  The table below shows the annual 

cost to the local taxpayer for this $2,353 per pupil 

revenue per $100,000 assessed property value.  

The revenue for their schools would be the same but 

the cost to the local taxpayer in different 

communities varies greatly.  This unfair tax burden 

has resulted in a widening gap in educational 

opportunity for students across the state. 

Understanding 
the 

Educational 
Opportunity 

Gap 

Schools for Equity in Education 

    Hopkins $184  

    Cook County $187  

St. Louis Park $213  

Minneapolis  $222  

West St. Paul $232  

Eden Prairie $246  

Lake Superior $296  

    Hastings $390  

    Cannon Falls $404  

    Lake City $426  

    Faribault $433  

    Prior Lake-Savage $438  

    Jordan $447  

    Northfield $449  

    Rosemount-Apple Valley-Eagan $452  

    Belle Plaine $503  

    New Prague $514  

    Byron $650  



The problem . . .  
Local voter-approved referendums, often called 

school levies, have become necessary for 

Minnesota school districts to supplement 

inadequate state funding.  The cost to local 

taxpayers per school levy dollar is based on the 

individual property wealth of each school district.  

Without significant commercial or industrial 

development to broaden the tax base, taxpayers 

in low property wealth districts can pay 

significantly more than similar taxpayers in high 

property wealth districts to support their local 

schools.   

In 1993, the legislature established state 

equalization aid to make the taxpayer cost for a 

levy dollar uniform across the state. Even with a 

recent increase in the equalization aid, 

equalization has eroded since 1993 to the point 

where taxpayers in low property wealth districts 

can pay two or three times more for a levy dollar.   

These taxpayers simply can't afford to support 

large school levies, which creates considerable 

funding inequities among school districts.   

 

 

Businessville 
(High property wealth districts have significant 
commercial and/or industrial development.) 

 

 

 

Hometown 
(Low property wealth districts are mostly residential.) 

 

 

The solution . . .  
All Minnesota students deserve a high-quality 

education and all Minnesota taxpayers deserve 

to be treated fairly.   

The Legislature must increase equalization 

which will lower property taxes in low 

property wealth districts.   

Increased equalization will also give lower 

property wealth school districts the same 

opportunity to ask their communities to support 

higher levels of school levy revenue at a lower 

cost to the local taxpayer. 

 

Hometown 
taxpayers pay 
the same or 
more than 

their 
neighbors in 
Businessville 
and receive 

less  
revenues for 
their school 

from their tax    
dollar. 

Smaller class sizes 

Strong music and arts 
programs 

Classroom technology 

Academic interventions 

AP & rigorous classes 

Businesses 
increase the 
tax base to 
spread the 
school levy 
burden and 

provide more 
levy dollars 

for local 
schools per 

taxpayer 
dollar from all 

property   
owners. 

Larger class sizes 

Fewer music and arts 
programs 

Outdated technology 

Less help for kids 

Fewer AP & rigorous 
classes 

 What can you do. . . 

§ Contact your state legislators and let them 

know you support increased equalization for 

Minnesota schools and local taxpayers.  Find 

your legislator at www.leg.state.mn.us/leg/

districtfinder.aspx. 

§ Tell others about this problem and ask them to 

contact their legislators too.   

¶ Stay informed with SEEôs legislative updates 

and alerts.   

Sign up online, www.schoolsforequity.org 

¶ Visit SEEôs website form more information:                                 

  www.schoolsforequity.org. 

All public school children must 
have equal access to a high 
quality education regardless of 
where they live in Minnesota! 


